SPf66, a chemically synthesized subunit malaria vaccine, is safe and immunogenic in Tanzanians exposed to intense malaria transmission.
As part of the first trial of the SPf66 malaria vaccine in Africa, three randomized double-blind placebo-controlled studies of SPf66 have been conducted in a highly endemic area of Tanzania. The objectives were to confirm that the product is immunogenic and safe in highly exposed individuals. Results from ten male adult expatriates indicated that the product used in Tanzania is at least as immunogenic as that used in Colombia. No major side-effects were observed in indigenous SPf66 recipients (18 adults, and 25 children aged 1-4 years). Anti-SPf66 antibody titres in all groups showed clear responses to three doses of the vaccine.